Certolizumab pegol for the treatment of Crohn's disease.
Certolizumab pegol is a polyethylene glycolated FAb' fragment of a humanized anti-TNF-alpha monoclonal antibody. This pegylated molecule binds with circulating TNF-alpha and forms an inactive complex that is then eliminated from the body. The drug has been shown to be better than placebo in the treatment of Crohn's disease and maintaining a clinical response in adult patients with moderate-to-severe active disease who have had an inadequate response to conventional therapy, and the treatment of adults with moderately to severely active rheumatoid arthritis. Comparative trials with an active control group are lacking. The most common adverse reactions include abdominal pain, diarrhea, injection site reactions and infection. All necessary live and attenuated vaccines should be given prior to the initiation of certolizumab pegol therapy, patients should be evaluated for TB risk factors and tested for latent TB prior to initiating therapy, and the initiation of therapy should be avoided if the patient has an active infection. Concomitant use with anakinra is not recommended because of the increased risk of serious infections and neutropenia. Therapy should be discontinued if the patient develops a serious infection during therapy.